t w o - D i m e n s i o n a l      Foundations
 

3 shapes, 3 times

Problem: 

· To juxtapose 3 pure forms, 3 representational shapes, and 3 abstract shapes in a interesting composition that creates tension
· To stress dominance through definition
· To make visual what we normally hear or smell
Materials: Strathmore paper, ink pens, pencil, sketchbook

Objective: To invoke a sound or smell of a specific object or group of objects
Strategy: 

1. Before a composition can be planned you must develop the shapes you will use (your elements). Your representational shapes will convey the most information, whereas the abstract and pure forms will aid in the delivery of that information. Make two Brainstorming Lists, one for sounds and one for smell, 25 in each list.
2. Go back to your lists and pick one from each list, two total. Make separate lists for each one, determining what visual objects best describe that sound or smell. 15 in each list.
3. Now, pick five from one of the lists and draw their contour line in ink. You may need to add some detail to make the shape more recognizable, but keep them simple.

4. You may choose to modify other representational images to make your abstract shapes. Or you may subjectively invent some on your own. 

· Should your abstract images support or contrast your representational images? 

· How do they look when juxtaposed?

5. You may also use 3 pure forms, i.e. circle, square, triangle, rectangle, and/or line.

6. Now that you have chosen your shapes, do no less than 15 thumbnails in your sketchbook planning your composition. Remember the rules of dominance (in size), of both positive and negative space. Shapes may overlap one another and can be freely oriented on or off the page. The goal is to create tension!
7. Most importantly, play with the definition and line quality of each shape. 

· Can you create a dominant, a subordinate, and an accentual by varying the definition of each shape?

· Does this involve manipulating the line quality of each shape?

8. Individual critiques will be held with the instructor to determine which thumbnail should be made final. 

9. Render your shapes and lines on an 18” x 24” piece of paper using your ink pens. Pay strict attention to craftsmanship. All edges should look clean and free of excess ink marks. 


Juxtapose: (juxtaposition) to place together, especially for comparison or contrast


Tension: a balanced relation between strongly opposing elements (in literature: the interplay of conflicting elements)


Contour line: a line that defines the inner and outer edges of a form and suggests three-dimensionally.


Definition: the degree to which a shape is distinguished from both the ground area and from other shapes within the design. Clearly defined shapes tend to advance while blurred shapes tend to recede. Bolder lines also advance while thinner lines recede.








The end results will be graded on:


Design


An understanding and mastery of techniques and formal elements employed: �tension and definition 


Creative and innovative technical problem solving. 


Inventive development and use of line to create shape


Concept


Creative and innovative intellectual problem solving.


Development of concept (shapes) as evident in student’s sketches.


Ability and willingness to communicate with instructor about concept during all stages of project development.


Evidence of critical thinking in the design of the concept during and after critique stages.


Craftsmanship


Effectiveness of project’s fabrication as evidenced by: �All edges should look clean and free of excess ink marks.


Presentation of assignments at time of critique and submission for grading.


Application & Commitment


Adherence to project guidelines (media, size, and any other specifications)


Student’s effort to embrace the new subject-matter and work within project guidelines so as to realize the goals and/or lessons of the project


Student’s devotion to the project as evidenced by:


Degree of self-motivation and self-discipline while working on project


Degree to which student takes advantage of in-class work time


Attitude and enthusiasm with which project is approached


Degree to which your project pushes or goes beyond project requirements











Instructor: Anthony Fontana						          afontan@bgsu.edu


Office Room: 103	 Gmail/GTalk: anthonymfontana  	       Yahoo IM: anthonymfontana


Office Hours: M/W 5-6pm or by appointment	








