Assignment # 2
Book ‘em 
"I grew up kissing books and bread." Imaginary Homelands - Salman Rushdie
"The public library is the most dangerous place in town. John Ciardi
Goal:
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Using a book(s) as the primary object(s), create a collaborative performance with 1 partner that focuses on interaction with the object, between collaborators, and with the audience. Incorporate elements of stillness, significant gesture and/or role-play into your performance.   You can choose any book, (from the bible to Cat in the Hat, to War and Peace to a trashy novelette).  Show evidence of careful consideration of the pacing, and the relationship to the audience to your performance.

Procedure:

For this next assignment you will have to work with a partner.  I will be assigning teams in class when I return, however each individual will prepare two written initial proposals for the performance.  The team then can decide to do one proposal from each team member 

(2 performance pieces) or to only focus upon developing one of the proposals (1 performance piece) for their performance.  All performances will be done live for critique.
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Each individual should brainstorm one proposal that will focus on the materiality of a book (a book’s materiality is independent of the book’s content.  Materiality means simply, “the way it is in the world”—it refers to the book’s physical or object qualities such as weight, color, size.  When dealing with the book’s materiality you are treating it as an object in the world.  You can throw it, it sit on it, shred it, blow on it with a straw, balance it on your foot, etc).  Books are a class of objects that we TYPICALLY use in prescribed ways (we read them, stack them on a bookcase, carry them in a backpack, etc) but you are not limited to these typical interactions when you are considering the book’s materiality. 

2. Each partner must also write up another proposal for a performance that is based in some way on the content of the book(s).  For example if the book you select is Moby Dick you might decide to read a passage while rubbing the book on you like a bar of soap in the shower, and then harpoon it for a big finale.

3. Each team must then decide to focus on refining one of the four (two from each team member) proposals or you may decide to refine and present two performances, one from each team member.
Important Notes:  

· Performances must not be shorter than 1 minute but may not exceed 5 minutes in length.

· Additional props may be used but are not required.
·  Although the performance will be done in-class, site should still be a consideration.
· The instructor will document the performances during critique, however performances will be graded upon their execution of the live performance in class.
· You may not destroy or harm books that have been borrowed from the library.
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Hints:

Remember that successful performance art need not be complicated.  Nor need they be overtly symbolic.  This is not a “skit”.  Carefully consider each of these aspects of your perfomance(s):
· Scope and Duration: The size and length of the performance

· Intensity: Actions that become intensified through repetition, duration, symbolism or other means i.e. significant gesture.

· Chronology: The sequence in which actions in the performance occur.

· Movement: repetition; pacing of movement; duration of movement exaggerated vs. natural.
· Audience: the relationship of the audience to the action (participatory, passive, proximity)
