Pregnant Pause
A pregnant pause is a full empty space, a meaningful lull in a conversation, or a delay in speech used to give time to consider the consequences of a statement.  In this project I am asking you to focus on pregnant pauses.  The content of your video should focus on the kinds of common, generally unnoticed activities that exist between the memorable events of our lives.  Also, I am asking you to primarily rely on editing your video to create meaning (as opposed to action, dialogue, or plot). Editing creates a “third meaning” exists in the spaces, the pregnant pauses, between shots. 
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Goal:

Concentrating on an common everyday activities create a video (90-300 seconds in duration)  that primarily uses sequence, pacing, editing and shot rather than dialogue or action to construct narrative that gives the activities poetic, visual and/or metaphoric impact and meaning.

Fieldwork 1:  (supplies 3X5 index cards)

Think of several everyday activities (ex. Washing a car,sharpening a pencil, tying a shoe), or  common occurrences (ex. sun rising, coffee brewing, cars passing, water dripping). Select three from your list. Outline each of these three activities into no less than 3 and no more than 7 steps. Create an index card for each step of the activity  At this point you need only use words to describe the step (“scoop grounds from coffee can”).   Make 3 copies of each card. (You should end up with a minimum of 27 & up to 63 cards).  Shuffle the cards randomly in order to find new ways of ordering the events into scenes and sequences. You are free to arrange and rearrange the cards however you choose until you come up with an order of events that you like.  Once you settle on an order this is your Outline.  The outline establishes the Chronology, the order of events which will be the scenes and sequences of your movie. The outline forms the basis for the Storyboard, which we will tackle in Fieldwork 2.    Create the 27 to 63 outline cards. Begin to order them into the chronology. Bring your outline cards to class where we will continue to refine your outline.  Once the outline is set, you can start on Fieldwork 2.
Fieldwork 2:  Storyboard (supplies 3X5 index cards, camera, Celtix shareware program)
When you Storyboard you take the chronology and make it visual. This is where you really start thinking about how you will represent each event in your outline in terms of the scope, framing and P.O.V. of the shots, their duration, and any movement of the camera or action of objects or people.   You need to figure out how to group your shots into sequences.  The storyboard is also where you really consider transition, how you visually get from one event (shot or sequence) to the next event.
To create your storyboard
· Download the free Celtx storyboard and pre production software: www.celtx.com
· Watch the storyboarding tutorial below if you missed the lecture or you want a refresher.

· Using your finalized outline from Fieldwork 1, create your storyboard using Celtx.  The easiest way to get your images into the program is to hand draw your shot visualizations onto index cards and then photograph them with a camera or smartphone and upload them into the Celtx storyboard template.  You can also "sketch" using your camera to photograph  a prototype  framing of the shot, or you can use your favorite image editing software to create the images for your storyboard.  You can add descriptions and comments and even work out the blocking of the shots using Celtx's built in sketch tool.  Only the images are required for this fieldwork, but you may find the comments and blocking information helpful especially if there is movement of the camera, zooming, or pulling focus in the shot.
Turn in your storyboard by submitting your saved Celtx file through the Canvas interface. Save your Celtx file to your computer. Please name your file:  lastname_first. Navigate to our Art 1120 course on Canvas.  Click on the “Modules” button on the left hand side. Select the Video module. Click to Fieldwork 2. Click the submit button on the right sidebar. Upload your file.
Procedure:
You are now ready to shoot or find your footage and edit your video.  The video must be no shorter than 90 seconds and no longer than 5 minutes.  Cameras can be checked out from the ARC or from the Technology Support Center 110 Hays Hall (open 8a-12a M-R, 8a-5p F, 11a-5p S&S) Use a tripod when appropriate to minimize camera shake.  You may repurpose found video footage or still images for your video.  You may choose to have audio or not.  Music may only be used if it is original (you made it) or if it forms a background layer of audio under ambient sound or something you have produced.  Think about using ambient (actual sound).  You are being graded primarily on the visuals so make sure to spend the bulk of your time on this.  You may edit using any non-linear editing program.  We will be using imovie 11 in class. Videos need to be between 90 to 500 seconds long. 
You may use a video camera, a video capture device, or “found” footage. Turn in your video as a 720X480 (or 520)ppi .mp4 or .m4v. HD resolution files are also acceptable.
To save your movie from imovie:

1. Select “Share” from the drop down menu.

2. Select “Export Movie”

3. Select Large (or HD) as the movie size

4. Click “Export”
Evaluation:

Your video will be graded on the following 3 criteria.  YOU WILL NOTE THAT “NARRATIVE” NOR “PLOT” NOR “ACTING” NOR “STORY” NOR “SOUNDTRACK” APPEARS BELOW.  DO NOT FOCUS ON THESE!!!  




















1.  Evidence of careful consideration of editing principles:
· Continuity/Sequence/Pacing: (tempo, rhythmic relationship): speed and rhythmic flow and connections between different elements in the video
· Transition: The movement from one shot to the next (cross-cutting, cut, fade, dissolve, non-sequitor, moment-to-moment, aspect-to-aspect): 
· Intensity and Scope: Macro vs. micro-narrative; Close up vs. establishing shot; etc.
· Duration: The length video
2.  Evidence of careful consideration of shooting principles:

· Framing and Movement: of objects in front of the camera or of the camera itself
· Point of View (camera angle): The choice of placement of camera and its effect on the viewer; cropping
· Setting: The place, lighting or emotional atmosphere in which the video is taken
· Duration: The length shot or sequence
3.  Successful completion of the two fieldwork exercises

Resources:
iMovie 11 tutorials:


http://www.apple.com/findouthow/movies/

http://www.bgsu.edu/downloads/cio/file17748.pdf

