Drawing Workshop 

Learning Outcomes
Basic concepts of observational drawing are investigated by working from still life and the figure, visual problem solving projects, and lecture notes.

At the completion of the course the student will demonstrate:

· The ability to draw accurately from observation.

· Exposure to numerous tools and techniques of drawing. 

· Increased visual sensitivity and creativity. 

· Awareness of the relationship of drawing to thinking, mapping and representation.

· Increased art/design vocabulary and the ability to verbally analyze graphic works. 

· An increased level of craftsmanship and process rigor.

· The awareness of the pivotal role perception plays in drawing and creativity.

· Familiarity with historical and contemporary examples of drawing. 
Critical Content to be covered:

I. General Concepts—

· Difference between a drawing and a sketch (drawings take into consideration the entire surface or picture space, whereas sketches display little or no awareness of context & composition is not considered).  

· How context, style, scale and media create or change meaning; how drawings “mean” on multiple levels.

· How composition, POV, focal point and selective detail construct a relationship between viewer and the subject of the drawing

· Substituting perception and discernment for abstract schemas, shortcuts and stylizations

· Humility in the face of your subject—discovering your subject rather than simply recording what you think you know or “blanketing” your subject with “personal style” or cliché stylizations

II.  Techniques and Media

· Media- Exposure to many materials and processes.  Materials must include: 

1. Pencil/pen (contour drawing, linear perspective)

2. Charcoal/conté (still life, figure) 

3. Ink wash (figure) 

4. Plus…? 

· Techniques-
1. Contour and blind contour

2. Gesture drawing/ working general-to-specific

3. Visual measuring of scale and angle; proportion; internal shape relationships

4. Shape/value/mass 

2 value, 3 value, erased drawing, black on white, white on black, working positive and negative off the mid-tone

5. Cross contour

Similar to cross hatch but follows forms and/or surface tension rather than an arbitrary direction

6. Spatial clues including perspective
 




 - position in picture plane

  


- overlapping

  


- scale

  


- value

  


- atmospheric perspective







- one and two point linear perspective (stress applied, 






observational perspective rather than “ideal”)

Assignments-

In lieu of a sketchbook students must complete six out-of-class assignments during the workshop the last is a 2 week assignment

1.    WEEK 1: Contour self-portrait.  No value. 3/4 rotated bust at near life size.

2. WEEK 2: Erased Night
3. WEEK 3: Toys! Draw simple hand held objects, preferably things you consider to be “toys”. Treat as micro still lives using cropping, p.o.v., dramatic light to make the lowly, common, everyday, etc, heroic and worthy of attention (en-nobleing).Look for objects whose basic shape resembles a cone, a sphere, or a cube. Use organizational line to find the exact proportions of the object.
4. WEEK 4: Finding the Body Assignment
5. WEEK 5:  Metamorphosis Assignment
6. WEEK 6:  Me Myself and I
	Drawing 

Workshop
	M or T
	W or R

	WEEK 1
Contour
	 Course Intro 
Discuss what constitutes a drawing; drawing vs. a sketch (composition)

Begin contour drawings in pen of hands and feet on typing paper

Do blind contour exercise

Reading: LTI pgs.1 to1-34


	Lecture on shape, negative space, absence of line in nature, line as a cognitive schematic construction

Introduce charcoal techniques, working general to specific Gesture Drawing

Do negative space, two-value drawings
Out of class Assignment 1

	WEEK 2
Value and shape
	Quick critique of Asmt.1 highlighting composition, spatial and cognitive effects (dynamics, p.o.v., proximity, etc.) of the picture plane
 4 gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.) 

Three value shape and value


	 4 gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.) Transitioning three value to full value charcoal drawings of still life stressing visual measuring and eraser as drawing tool 

Reading: LTI pgs. 3-22 tp 3-29
Out of class Assignment 2

	WEEK 3
Space and perspective
	Quick critique of Asmt.2

Lecture: special clues & perspective

Reintroduce pencil  2 pt. perspective drawings of cubes solids 


	Introduce cross contour, lost & found contour, line weight

 Gesture drawings warm-up of skull

pencil skeleton drawings  

Out of class Assignment 3

	WEEK 4
Internal structure: simple shapes, folds, boney landmarks, anatomy, proportion
	Quick critique of Asmt.3

Intro to Internal structure: simple shapes, folds, boney landmarks, anatomy, proportion

Gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.) 

Pencil figure drawings


	Gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.) 

Pencil figure drawings

Out of class Assignment 4

	WEEK 5
	Quick critique of Asmt.4

Gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.)

White conté 2-value on mid-value color Cranson paper. Add selective primacolor contour during last 10 min of drawing


	Gesture drawings warm-up(15 min.)

White conté 2-value on mid-value color Cranson paper. Add selective primacolor contour during last 10 min of drawing

Out of class Assignment 5

	WEEK 6
	Quick critique of Asmt.5

Introduce sumi technique

Sumi figure drawings (no more than 10 min. each)


	Sumi figure drawings (no more than 10 min. each)

Out of class Assignment 6

Xerox sources due next class

	WEEK 7
	Work with students to synthesize Xerox sources

In-class work on Asmnt. 6
	In-process critique Asmt.6

Non-local color oil pastel 3 value portrait

on Cranson paper

Organized portfolio due next class

	WEEK 8
	Non-local color oil pastel 3 value portrait

on Cranson paper

Collect portfolios


	Critique of Asmt. 6

Return Portfolios

Clean up




Evaluation:



Percent


suggested grading scale
Assignments 1-5 
25%  (5%each)    

A=5pts; B=4pts; C=3pts; D=2pts; F=1pt

Assignment 6 
10%



A=9-10pts; B=7-8pts; C=5-6pts, D=3-4pts, F=1-2

Arts-X-pose (2)
5%



3 pts each

Participation 

5%



1(poor participation) to 5(excellent participation)

Portfolio

55%



A=49-55pts; B=42-48pts; C=35-41; D=28-34; F=0-27

