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In Search of The Body

(Phase 1)

The body can be conceived in innumerable possible ways.  These conceptions are defined by the ways we envision the relationships the body strikes with other things or the context of its use.  Examples:

If the body is defined by its relationship to: 
    The body may be envisioned as:

	Soul

Biology

Universe

Surface
	Temple; vessel; prison

Machine; lump of flesh; a process

Microcosm; speck; star stuff

symptoms, a record of interaction with the world; a border




In phase 1 we will be looking at the body as structure as a means to both construct representations of the body (how to draw it), but also as a means of projecting the body into the world around us, thereby animating the inanimate and at the same time providing new ways in which to think about the body.

Procedure: 

1. Identify a part of the body that you wish to draw.  Use either yourself or a friend as a model.  Work from life; do not work from an image.

2.  Identify two objects in your environment that share the same composition and structure.  Think of these as “visual homonyms”.  Work from actual objects not from images.

3. Do a separate 5 X 5” pencil drawing of each of the objects and the body part.  The drawings should be executed so that they are “tight” naturalistic renderings, but conceive of them also as abstract compositions that share very similar structures.  You will have to strike a balance between creating a faithful rendering and enhancing the formal similarities between the drawings. 

4. These must be presented on mat or illustration board in the format shown below.  The images are “reverse matted” by pasting the image on the border and then pasting the boarder to the support.  Presentation counts on this one!
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Hints

· Do a good gesture drawing to analyze structure, establish proportion and control composition.
· Run the full range of value!
· No “Floaties”!  Establish some context and space with value.
· Use the cross-contour technique.  Build the image up slowly in layers… find the image.
· Work on a hard surface and keep your pencils sharp.
· Absolutely no Smudging!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

